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What Is Continuing Medical Education?

Continuing medical education (CME) helps to accelerate the 
adoption of advances in research and medicine by helping health 
care professionals synthesize and apply new clinical evidence

CME is required for health care professionals to:
ü Maintain licensure
ü Maintain certification
ü Credentialing
ü Membership in professional societies
ü Other professional privileges

Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME). Why Accredited CME Matters. https://www.accme.org/why-accredited-CME-matters;

17
Years

for research 
evidence to reach 
clinical practice, 
on average
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PRIME Addresses Gaps Across Key Stakeholders to Drive 
Sustainable Change that Improves Patient Health Outcomes
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Driving Behavior Change through Powerful Educational Models

86% of patients (N = 301; not previously 
vaccinated) were vaccinated after completing 
the COVID-19 education session 

Bringing Patients and Primary Care Providers together 
to Overcome COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy 

Uniting Payers and Cardiologists to Build a Consensus Prior 
Authorization Tool to Improve Access to Evidence-based Therapies 

Real-World Data from Integration of 
PA Checklist into Cardiology Clinics:

Providers Deliver Live 
Education Session to 

Their Own Patients on 
COVID-19 Vaccination

Provider Training 
Video on 

Overcoming 
Vaccine Hesitancy 

Patient Follow-Up 
Evaluation 

↑ 19% PA approvals
↑ 14% of patients receiving 
therapy as prescribed
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Publications and Abstract Presentations

In the past 2 years, PRIME’s work led to over 60 publications/ presentations in leading 
journals and major national/international scientific conferences 

View PRIME’s publications at: primece.com/publications/
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Harnessing the Power of Implementation Science
to Improve Patient Outcomes

2024 William Campbell Felch Award for 
Research in CE:

Improving Health Equity and Reducing 
Stigma in LGBTQ+ Cancer Care

Beyond the Binary: A Transformative Implementation 
Science Initiative to Improve LGBTQ+ Cancer Care

• Designed to identify and address root causes of disparities in care for 
LGBTQ+ patients with cancer and drive sustainable changes in practice.

• Discordances uncovered at the participating oncology systems:

• 65% of providers believed patients feel safe disclosing LGBTQ+ 
identity vs 24% of patients

• 40% of patients would have more confidence if their provider 
shared pronouns or displayed them on their badge, but none of the 
providers in the cohort reported doing this.

• Actions taken by the health systems included: (1) improving 
documentation of preferred pronouns; (2) purchasing and displaying 
accessories to show acceptance; (3) providing educational resources 
specific to cancer care needs of LGBTQ+ patients.

Check out the Business Wire Press Release here: 
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PRIME’s Team Members Work Across the Project Lifecycle

Grant 
Development

Content 
Development

Data Review 
and 

Publication

Program
Implementation

Latest literature, clinical 
trials, clinical guidelines

Collaboration with 
leading expert faculty

Education design, 
innovative approaches

Audience engagement 
(providers, patients, payers)

Content design

Engaging health systems 
(QI programs)

Conference abstracts, 
publications

Outcomes data
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Career Path in Scientific Affairs

PRIME’s Scientific Affairs team is a dynamic group of PhD 
and PharmD trained individuals who have a passion for 
improving patients’ lives by advancing the delivery of high 
quality, patient-centered healthcare

We work at every stage of PRIME’s educational programs:
• Grant writing

• Content development

• Survey design
• Data review and publication

What excites us about our roles:
• Staying abreast of the latest clinical research

• Interacting with world-renowned faculty

• Seeing our work make a tangible difference for patients

Infectious 
Diseases Oncology Hematology

Neurology Immunology Cardiology

Rare Diseases Respiratory Endocrinology

Ophthalmology Mental Health

PRIME works across diverse areas
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Scientific Affairs at PRIME:
Essential Skills and Qualities for Success

PhD or PharmD in a Biomedical-related field 

Scientific Storyteller 
• Expertise in scientific and medical writing with keen attention to detail
• Strong verbal communication skills
• Proficient in visual slide design to bring forth key messages

Educational Enthusiast
• Passion for advancing healthcare through education
• Skilled at customizing scientific/medical concepts for a range of audiences, from specialists to patients

Strategic Collaborator
• Thrives in a team-based environment
• Adept at building rapport with Key Opinion Leaders

Driver of Change
• Dedication to improving healthcare practices and patient outcomes, particularly in underserved 

patient populations and communities



My Journey from PhD to CME 
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Education

Chestertown, MD
BS in Biology (Chemistry Minor)

Graduated in 2016

Philadelphia, PA
PhD in Immunology
Graduated in 2021

Washington College University of Pennsylvania
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My Graduate School Experience

Things I loved:
- Some lab work 
- Learning and talking about science

- Analyzing and thinking about data
- Writing (especially grants)

- Teaching and tutoring

- Mentoring
- Opportunities to travel

Things I didn’t love:
- Other lab work (eg, working with mice)
- Navigating academic culture

- Delayed gratification
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Job Application Process

What I was looking for:
- More immediate impact on health care and 

society
- Good work/life balance
- Remote work options
- Opportunities to use content knowledge and 

teaching, writing, analytical and creative skills
- Opportunities outside of academia 

(government, non-profit, industry)

What I wanted to avoid:
- Classroom teaching 
- Lab work
- Regulatory or highly technical writing and 

communication

Applied to 10-12 jobs before accepting my current position at PRIME
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What I liked about graduate school:
- Some lab work 

- Learning and talking about science

- Analyzing and thinking about data

- Writing (especially grants)

- Teaching 

- Mentoring

- Opportunities to travel

What I wanted in a job:
- More immediate impact on health care and 

society

- Good work/life balance

- Remote work options

- Opportunities to use content knowledge and 
teaching, writing, analytical and creative skills

- Opportunities outside of academia 
(government, non-profit, industry)

Why I Chose to Work in Scientific Affairs at PRIME
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Questions?


